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Larger-striped Skink (onntcs robustus) photographed at Hameln guy 
by Tom Patullo, See article page 2, 


Deadline for articles for the next ‘gate will be Wed, 12th March. 
Contributions sent by post should. be addressed to the Editor at 

7 Weatherall St., California Gully, 3556. 

(Typed contributions are preferred but if this is not possible, then please 
make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or peanting; and leave 
adequate margins. 


Articles: from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be sought 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment given to the 
author and the: Club, 


All back numbers except Vol. 3(10) are eerie ata cost of. 50 cents each. 
Complete sets of Vols. 1; 2, 4 &-5 can be supplied at a cost of $5. 00 per 
volume. (Postage ié not included in the above prices). 


a ~~THE LARGER-STRIPED SKINK 


by Berry Vardy....° 


Now that the weather is dryer and somewhat hotter, the lizard sightings are 
of those that enjoy the Higher temperatures - goannas, bearded dragoris,: */ °° 
tree chagons, stumpy-tails, blue-tonges, sun-lizards-or drop-tail lizards © 
and other fast moving skinks. One that I have come across again this year, 

(and Tom Patullo keeps in touch with his pet one), is the larger-striped skink, 
Ctenotus robustus*. This lizard is largish (up to 1 foot long), fast moving 
and very agile, which around Bendigo digs.its home in the softer soil under 
rocks and stones, It is in these short shallow burrows that the female lizard 
lays up to five eggs about this time of the year. Go agian tanist 


With the substantial carly summer rains and cool mild weather, quite a number ~ 
of reptiles were seen and reported around Bendigo in December. The Bendigo .... 
Advertiser had a number of stories on snake sightings, and 1 was asked to .! i 
identify a number of reptiles including legless lizards and blind snakes.: << - 
Blind snakes, which are quite harmless, normally only venture out on humid 
nights from their underground homes and are rarely seen. Last December, however, 


they were discovered during the day, and one was even found in the lounge room 
of a house - he unfortunately met a sticky end. ; ELA 


It is encouraging to see that the general public are looking before deciding: © 
the reptiles fate and are interested enough to enquire of identification. - 


* featured on this month's cover. 
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MORE ABOUT BIRDS AT"LYAL GLEN" 
by John Ipsen,: 


I hope this doesn't tire you, telling of our birds. It has occured to me that. 
some of you readers may not be familiar with "Lyal Glen". If you look on a 
good map of Victoria, you will see Lyal village marked, just: above Lake 
Eppalock on the Coliban River; above happens to be down south of the Lake. 


I want to tell: you of the White-browed Babblers. They were resident about . 

the area when we first came to live here thirty years ago, and they had nests 
in short coppice growths in the gum trees, On one occasion, when I thought _ 
they were only roosting in a nest they had built in the late summer, it was 
found that they had young that were nearly flying. The original nest tree — 
was removed whenearth moving machinery improved ‘the creek dam. From this time 
on we did not see Babblers about the area, although they lived in the near-by 
Kimbolton forest. ..  . 9.» \s bat 


We became used to the absence of these birds from the garden, because’ they 
are not very conspicuous about here, but’ last year’ we were surprised to see 
three of them come hopping around the shrubbery that had developed over 

the years. There is now quite a growth of low shrubs amongst the high canopy 
of Box and Gum trees that were here originally. After being about the garden 
for nearly twelve months, we find that they have built six nests, four in 
Callistemons, one in a Bracelet Honeymyrtile and one in a Hakea, 


MORE ABOUT BIRDS AT "LYAL GLEN" continued 


There are enly three Babblers, two that are fitted with numbered leg bands 
and one that-has not yet been caught. So far we have not seen nests used 
for raising a family, SAE poses used not ve popony une neste ene F={o) 
disturb the occupants, ~~ - 


All nests are well hidden in the thick growth and about head high. 

They were built during the summer, up to late February, These birds are 
quite friendly, coming to the house daily, feeding on the lawns and pune SY 
the low shrubs. If they are disturbed, they are not very shy, but climb. 
tree growths by hopping from limb to limb, chatter inert as Bey attain 
heights of five to ten metres. 


On the 20th of February we noticed a flocking of Rainbow Birds, thes: come 
and go with us, but no nest burrows have ever been found in the hard ground ~ 
about here, their preference being for the sandy loam of the river-side.. 

_At least. twelve birds were hawking, high above the tall eucalypts, and coming 


pense) rest now and then in the top. branche s. These migrants will. soon leave 


“us and it will be interesting to see how many more observations can be made 
before. they finally fly north for the winter. 
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Fea _STREAMBANK MANAGMENT 


For the eee four years, as, Renee with. the Derrtnenth of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands, T have been. aware of the erosion problems caused by 
the waye action of power ‘boats on the Loddon River at Bridgewater. oN 


Recently, ‘while bushwalking and canceing on the. river between Newbridge and 
Bridgewater with. nny, two.sons, , r became aware of an even larger problem 
caused by stock grazing right down to the river's edge, The banks on 
both sides of the river are very steep and the hooves of the ‘sheep and - 
cattle cut the soil and push it down. In addition the cattle stir up the 
mud when they stand in ‘the. water to drink. We also found the carcasses . 

of two animals. Downstream people pump domestic water from the river,  — 
Correcting this problem is difficult: ‘because my HesGle. own the Kacd 
land ‘to the Ea: proneeees 


Geoff. Gerdsen. 
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Sore AE - ‘ LICHENOSTOMUS Ge 


BIRD OBSERVERS cROUP BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION, - OCTOBER 1985. 

APPEARANCE: 17-19 ems in length. Upper body dark grey to Sipeeereen in colour, 
light grey underneath. Dark patches around the eyes, yellow plumes at the 

sides of. the head, thin purple streak extending back from the bill and. below 

the eye, with: a wider yellow patch below the purple, The purple streak is only 

obvious when viewed at close range. The bill is. black and not: Tones epapenss to 

related species of the plumed honeyeaters. 


CALLS: - Reiner harsh, chattering of varied nae ai some eninping Be +Hoking 
notes. ie 


HABITAT: These birds are usually associated with mallee or Low Sanus? eros 
woodland vegetation. In the Bendigo District, they occur across the central band 
of mallee scrub in the Whipstick, and in similar areas around Inglewood, Kingower, 
Wychitella, etc. In such areas they are not plentiful, yet not uncommon, and 

are more noticeable where patches of heavy flowering of Eucalypts' and other’ ’ 
shrubs occur. 


BREEDING: Nesting usually occurs between September and December in the Bendigo 
District. More than one breeding event may occur in one season, especially if 
early attempts are unsuccessful due to predation. The nest consists of a 
somewhat frail cup composed of thin strips of bark, fine twigs, grass and 
cobweb, and suspended from thin branchlets of shrubs. In the Bendigo District, 
thickets of Melaleuca decussata shrubs seem to be the preferred nest site, 

and the nest is usually built from about 3 ft to about 6 ft above the ground. 
There are usually two eggs, pale pink with reddish-brown speckles and a zone 
of closer spots near the larger end. Incubation and fledging periods are 
probably each about 14-15 days. 


FOOD: Consists mainly of insects foraged from leaves’ and under bark from mallee 
eucalypts and shrubs, as well as nectar from the blossoms. 


HABITS: One book claims that the birds are highly nomadic, but in this area it 
would appear that the birds are sedentary, except in drought periods when some 
movement may occur, Evidently the Whipstick is the most easterly occurrence 

of the Purple-gaped honeyeater. They usually occur singly, in pairs, or a small 
family group, but several birds may be seen feeding together with other 
honeyeaters on flowering trees and shrubs, OG see drinking with others 
at dams or waterholes. ° 

-During banding operations, observers ‘have reported that on hot days, birds 
have been ‘caught coming to. drink every two hours or so. 


GENFRAL: . Immature birds lack the purple gape and instead have a yellow gape 
for up to ‘two years before reaching mature colour. i? 


an - 


compiled by Bill Flentje. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT 


At the February meeting of the Bird Observers Group, a well attended meeting 
was very pleased to have the President, Harvey Rich, back in the Chair, 
after his recent illness. 


The speaker for the evening was John Lindner, who gave a beautifully 
illustrated talk on "Birds of The Centre and The Top End", a record of a trip 
taken during May, June and July last year and which covered a distance of 
15,000 kilometres. 


The route led through Kinchega National a Beonsi Hill, the Flinders Ranges 
and along the Oodnadatta Track to the Centre. Splendid shots of The Olgas 
and Ayers Keck were enjoyed, and then up into: Arnhem Land, 


Highlights also included Kakadu National Park, then back through Mt. Isa, along - 
the Birdsville Innaminka Track, to Sturt National Park, and back to Broken Hill. 


Wonderful slides were shown of such birds as the: Ground Cuckoo~shrike, the 
Red-winged Parrot, Red-tailed Black Cockatoos, the Spotted Bower-bird and the 
Dusky Grasswren, 


Sincere thanks were ee to John for a very enjoyable lecture, 


During the evening, Bill Flentje played a recording of the call of the White- 
throated Nightjar, a first for the district. 
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‘ IMPORTANT NOTICE 


At its meeting on Friday, 7th March, the members of the BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
considered a request from the committee of the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club to consider altering its meeting to another night in order to 
accommodate those members unable to attend on Fridays. 


Accordingly, they decided to vote on this mtter at. their meeting on Frida 
and May and hereb invite all interested to write to the secretar of the 


It will be understood that, as our meeting-room and our guest speakers are 
booked through until the end of the year, we CH SELES changing 
during 1986. 

Wa. sina 

Secretary, — 

3 Brodie St., Beers 3550 - 
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COMMITTEE REPORT ESD 


1. Bendigo City Council is to be approached onan the re siting of 
_. the City:corner stone, previously at:Salomons Gully Reserve Grose 
Street), in a protected indoor situation, | 


2. G,Moors is to be the Club representative on the Epon © 
and Protection. Regional Advisory Committee, _ 


3, Thé Botany and Bird Observer Sub-groups will be asked to soneaait 
changing their meeting nights. 


4. R. Watkins suggested introducing a short regular section into the 
General Meeting during which a member may inform us of an i; 
interesting place or activity. 

5, A letter is to be written to Regional wage! Department of — 

..* Conservation, Forests and Lands, expressing our coneern regarding 
the re-introduction of grazing into: the Kamarooka Forest. and 


suggesting that a scientific investigation be carried out in - 
formerly grazed areas, 


The Western Victoria Field Naturalists Association has reminded our Club 
that it is our turn to provide a President and Secretary/Treasurer to be 
elected in October 1986, The Committee wouid be pleased to receive 

eee ENE Re of interest from Members who would be willing 4 to serve in 


these peeitionee 


diner pay emcee Ke Homo a ee Kee Weekes 


Bird Observers Group Members will be interested to learn that Miss Margaret: 
Cameron, who spoke at the March meeting, has been appointed 

Pro Vice-Chancellor at, Deakin University. Miss Cameron has been 

Chief Librarian at Deakin since 1977. 
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EXCURSION SATURDAY APRIL 12th - HALLEY'S COMET AND ASTRONOMY NIGHT 
VENUE © Bald Hill, Sedgwick, 


MEETING PLACE Meet at 5.00 pm at Rob and Glenise Moore! place, Sedgwick. 


DIRECTIONS _ Ihakf neg 
From the crossroads at Mandurang, where the community hall and pleying 
fields are located, proceed on Nankervis Road to Mandurang South, 

Bypass Hannans Road (at 3.5 kilometres) and Harpers Road (at 5 kilometres). 
Straight after the second crossing of the min water channel, turn left 


into a large gateway near a couple of big pine trees (at 8.5 kilometres 
from the crossroads). ms A erh 


WHAT TO BRING 


1. Pienic tea, and supper. 
2, Warm clothes. 


3. Telescopes and binoculars 


ACTIVITY 


‘Depending on the weather, tea will either be at the Moors or in the bush at 
Bald Hill. Astronomical observations will probably go no later than 9.00 pn, 
although some may wish to stay later. 


IMPORTANT NOTE ~ ALTERNATIVE DATE 


If the weather is unfavourable, this activity will occur on Sunday April 13th 
instead. If you are in doubt on the Saturday as to whether the event is 
going ahead, please telephone the Moors on 39 6254. 


jee} 


PORTLAND FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB 


HOST THE 


WESTERN VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 


AUTUMN. CAMP OUT 25/26/27 APRIL 1986 


IMPORTANT BOOKINGS REQUIRED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE PLEASE 


Camp-Out based at "PORTLAND BAY CAMP SITE" (on foreshore). 


Bunk style accommodation, 10 persons per room, (pillows, linen and 
blankets are required). 


Accommodation: $4.00 per head per night. 

Shower block, Toilets & Meeting Hall. 

Well equipped kitchen facilities (D.Y. 0. Cooking). 
Space for up to 10 caravans. 


PROPOSED PROGRAMME 


Friday evening: Welcome from Portland Field Nats. 
Beach walk and/or slides. 


Saturday: 

9 am - 12 noon Bird Excursion or Botany Excursion. 4 

Noon to 1 pm Lunch (D.Y.0. ) 

1 pm - 5 pm Botany Excursion or Bird Excursion. 

6.30 pm - 8 pm Meeting. 

8 pm Doreen Nason, Naturalist & Conservationist, 
from Wangaratta will launch Cliff Beauglehole's © 
latest publication 'The Distribution and Conservation 
of Vascular Plants in the Murray Valley Area Victoria'. 
Copies will be available at Camp-Out for $7.00 
($8.00 posted), followed by Slides and Supper. 

Sunday: B.Y.0. Cut Lunch for excursions and farewells at Mt.Clay. 


Camp-Out and Accommodation enquiries to: 


Portland Field Naturalists! Club, 
Lois Phillips, 

P.O, Box 470,240 fo Bess 

Portland. 3305, © Tel: 055 233023 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Beridigo 3550. 


OFFICE BESS FOR 1985-1986 


PRESIDENT “ tate Leeson 76 Tawaon Stay Spine Gully 43 0521 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick oe 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd. Kennington - 43 4891 
SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGANISER Position vacant RHOREETIN 

LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick’ ~~39 6254 
EDITOR ‘Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully . | ne 8736 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those. interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates ere Single $12.00, 
Family $16. 00, Pensioner and Children $7.00. Whirrakee subscription — only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held: on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom, Meetings start at 
7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held. in. September. 


Exeursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special: Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m, (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and my be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on-.the weekend following 
the General Meeting... Campouts are held several times in’a year, usually 
coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups: - 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the non th a the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 

Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month. at. 30 p.m.. at the 
Biology Lab.) Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise announced). 
Genveree: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 9965 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As far as practicable, 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. j 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St,, Bendigo 43 7673. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 8.00 oe Tm. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabille Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


MEETINGS 
Wed, April 2. 


a 


7 Wed. ity ue 


‘ Wed,- June 11 


EXCURSIONS 


Mar, 27 
April 1 


“Sat ee 12 


Sun May 18 


QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY 
~ LONG WEEKEND 
June 7-9 


Sun. July 13°". 


ae BIRD. OBSERVERS GROUP © 


Fri.April 4 ° 


BOTANY GROUP 
Fri.April 48° 


* reetert Camp. . ‘Brisbane Ranges National Park, 


| Bus trip to Museum, of Victoria, 


MR & MRS R B 


ALLEN 


20 HOUSTON ST 
BENDIGO 


x 


- DIARY = 


Astronomy, with ERE ‘on ‘Halley's Gonete 


’ ‘Presentation by: Graham Hill and Rob Moors. 
'. Aborigines of Central Victoria - ‘presented. by 


David Clark, Victorian Archaeological Survey Office. i 


Roadside Conservation in Australia - presented’by” ay i vi 
Professor John Turner, Castlemaine. care ee 
; Na : . a or) . f x ie ie TRink te s c 


Full details in Jan/Feb Whirrakee on pp 9-10. 


Halley's Comet and astronomy night. 
’ ‘Bald Hill,’ Sedgwick, Full details on p.: 7. 


ee “ Roorginal axe quarry at Mt William, Lancefiela, 
es (with members of the North Central Arehaelogical Soc, ya: 


Campout. with members of. the Mid Murray, Field Neturalists 


the vicinity ‘of Wood: Wood. 


3 30 a Depts of pb nemib uta’ epeone 
- Speaker :. Mr, Len Harvey - will. ee photographie ; 
studies of various birds. 


7.30 pm, Biology Lab. ; Applied Science Building, - 
B.C.A.E, Edwards Rd. 
Subject: Flowers of ‘the first rain. 


_ MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


« Thurs April: 17° 


_ COMMITTEE MEETING a te a Ly 


Wed Apr .23” Th del ab Bae eh home, 546 Hargraeves St.,Bendigo. 


8, 00 Pm,’ at Graham HiLL's home, 31 Curnow st. jeelaen Sq. i 


a. 8 Denk 
im. 


